FREIGHT CONGESTION

Joint Committee to Expose 0f-
fenders and Lay Embargo
Agoinst Them.

GOVERNMENT IS GUILTY | Bl¢ WELP

Enormous War Department
shipments Clutter Yards—
U'. S, May Build Terminal.

—
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I order (o relieve an intolerable ctm-E

ditiog of frelght congestion within and
unon the fringe af this port, a Joint
comimiites made up of representatives of
the Interstate Commerce Commi=aion,
the FPublle 8Brvice Commisslon for the
Utilities Commisaion of New JoPse: han
beet formed and has already done muel,
itannounced yesterday, to alleviate the
ochade

The Joint commitiee includes Tntersiata
Commerce Comminsiorer James R Harluy,
Public Serviee Commissioner Travis 11,
Whititey' and Public Utllities Commis-
sloner Halph W, 1, Dongen. After aweek's
investization and nfter recelving the
veports of forty inspeciors who scerlitis
nized every pler and freight yard within
tie metropolitan distriet, tha joint com-
mittes finde 1he United State Govefi-
ment 15 not the least of the offendern
Uelnys In unloading cars and other in-
eiances of rod tape Elowness have boen
takengup with the War Department by

the committee and Improvement im
promised,
Committee to Une Ita Powers.
investigation Ly the commitles re-

veals a serious but by w0 meann
Incurablo situation. Tha committee has
powers sufMclent to compel obssrvancs
of its ordera nnd those powers, it stated
yesterday, It means to exert with ail
firminess, It was announced that
active ateps have bheen already taken
to secure hearty cooperation between
regulatory commiasions and the rallromnds,
It war also commented upon yesterday
Hat Federal control of the rallroada
fhould mimplify the congemtion probLlem.

A leginning was made In she Investis
gation here by sending out forty inmpec-
tors under C, C. SBemple, special agent
of the Insérytate Commerce Comminsion ;
James Mayherry, Jr, chief Inspector of
the New Jermey commission, and J. . H.
De Windt, chief of the transit buread of
the FPublie Service Commissian, i
work was to examine and check up the
freight cars in the various yards in and
around Néw York city to determine the
length of time that cara are belng held
before being unloaded : to amcertuin
which consignees are the moat flagrant
In the abuse of freight cars for storage
purposes, and to see whether by any
rearrangement of the routing greater
fieedom of movement could be had.

The joint committee announced yes-
terday It ix mendifg out a special appeal
and warning to consignees that cars
must be ynloaded as rapidly as they are
received, In order that side tracks may
nol be hlocked and freight cars withheid
from service. The rallroads maintain
there already has been a substantinl (m-
provement in this respect on the part of
ehippers, but data In the hands of the
Joint committee Indicate that thera is
room for considerable additfonal Im-
provement,

Pablic Exposare Threatened.

New York city shippers are particu-
Iarly urged to remove their goods from
cars immediately, nupon recelpt of notlce,
An investigation of the Thirty-second
street vard of the New York Central
Rallroad, made on December 232,
shows there were eighty curs contalning
potatoes, cabhage, turnips, beels and
calons, cars which had Leen delnyed In
vnloading for many days: one since
November 16, even ; and all of which had
exceeded thelr free time for unloading.

Publle exposure will be tried as one
of the means of disciplining consignees
that violate the orders of the joint com-
mittee, The committee soon will begin
to publish the names of recalcitrant con-
signeea. This |s neceasary because, the
Joint committee statea, the aouse nas he-
come flagrant. an example of the
abuse of rallroad equipment, there is a
ear loaded with copper In one of the
raliroad yards of New York which has
been reconsigned fifteen times, and Is
not vel unloaded.

A circular letter addressed to con.
nigneeg warns them it = imperative that
rhipments be unloaded and disposed of
Immediately upon arrival of cars. Con-
signees are requested to notify the joint
committes of the approximate time re-
quired for the complete removal of con-
mienments and to state reasons for any
delay,

Among the corrective measures the
joint committee ham in mind, It in under-
ttood, are the following: ’

First—An embargo to be ordered
sgainst persistent offenders, one that
will absolutely prevent them from shipe
ring or receiving goods. The joint com-
mittee has no doubt that such an order
can be enforced under Governrfient con-
trol of the rallroads,

sSecond—Limitation or complete withe
drawal of the right of reconsignment,
which would prevent speculative ship-
pers and profiteers diverting gooda to
markets which offer prices better Liiun wre
effered In the point of first conalgnment.

Third—Enforcement of rules that ter-
minals, yards, plers, &c., must be kept
tiear and free of material.

Fourth—Exposing the names of indl-
viduala and concerns which fall to obey
the rules.

AIR RAID REPUISED.
Omcial Report Says 11 Ememy

Machines Were Broughi Down.

Romy, Dec, 21.—Eloven Austro-Ger-
man Airplanes have been brought down
hy the Rritish and Itallan forces in &
big acrtal battle which developed when
the Toutons made an unsuccesaful at-
ftmpt to bomb Treviso, aixteen miles
north of Venlee, Announcement to this
MTact wan made officially to-day by the
Halian War Office as follows :

Along the whole front there were
only artillery actions, which were
mare Intense on tha Aslago Plateau,
where opr batterien made effective
ronrentrations of Aire and kept under
their harrage several mections of the
enrmy "lines. '

A big aerial battie, In which Brit-
Iah and Italian chasing squadrons and
Anti-alroraft  artillery participated,
was fought yesterday over Treviso,
n the mgrning twenty-five enemy
machines, under cover of ths hase,
Errived over our aviation camp to the
west of the city and began to bom-
bard It, The hostile aircraft were re-
telved with & violent anti-aigeraft
fire and, attacked Imgetuously by air-
pianes which ascended from the gamp,
were forced to retire hefore having
carriad out the operation, Eight of
Uie ¢nemy machines were brought
down,

Later, another hostlle squadron of
eight machines made an attempt
Again, but was faced over Monte
Jellunn and forced to rotire, losing
hree machines,

Of the eleven enemy airplanes
hraugls down elght fell inside our
linex and tliree within the enemy

linie. A1l our machines returned te
Hiels hawe, The damage caused by
the Lowbardment was Ingignificant.

First IMstrict, New Yori, and the Pubje |
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U. 5. CONTROL SEEN
AS AIDTO ROADS

Wall Street Interprets It to
Assure Solvent Lines' Tn-
terest Payments,

FINANCIALLY

Takes Burden of Finaneing
Betterments  and «Mainte-
nanee Costs Off Officiale,

Wall Street took fia pencti and pad
Vesterday esarly and began fgurlng upon
Just exaotly what the President's order
taking over the yuilronds of the country
tn=day will mean to the reads and to
the parsons wio haye invested in thelr
securities

The answer to the question that wian
Askedl in every financial office In t o
fown came on the ciest of a l.la!‘lgﬂ
Fhare day on the Stock Exchange, dur-
Inge which the roads mhowed conpistent
advances, ranting atl the way to 1%
net for Baltimore and Ohlo, with the
other stocks giving plaln teken that the
Presidential guarantes had ndded mill-
lons upon milllons to the sale values of
the transportation list.

It was not all milk and honey in the
figuring, however, and while 1t wits per-
fectly apparent that such lines as the
Atchison, Chemapealte and Ohlo, Nortl-
weatern, Delaware and Hudson, Lacka-
wanna, Great Northern, Nlinoin Central,
Loumville and Nashville, New York
Central, Nocthern Pacifls, Pennsyivania,
Southern MMailway and Unlon Pacific
would be able to maintain thelr divi-
dends awx long as the war lasted, there
are other roads that have not during the
last threa yenra done so.well and they
will not come in for the same assurance,

Interest Payments Protected.

The Wall Btreet conclusion was that
the President's guaranty of the payment
of the avernge carnings of the roads
for the last three years meant that all
the roads which had been molvent dily-
ng that time would have their Interest
payments protected by the Government's
pledge.

The Street fNgured on both the divie
dend paying and the non-dividend pay-
Ing lines. In one group, including five
dividend payere and three that had not
pald, the wise men of the district calou-
luted what would be the approximate
balance available for the common atock,
the gverage net after taxes hove been
pald, as stipulated by the Prensldent, nnd
the percentage which will be earned
nfter the taxes and preferred dividends
Liuve been pald, F

These fAguresr were baned upon the
supposition that the operating costs
would remain at about the same levela
that obtained during the flsonl year of
1817, The three representative non-
dividend roads were tacked onto the list
for the @urpose of making the combina-
tlon serve am a key and a gulde to the
general effect of the new order,

This key tablo is printed elsewhare,

Taking at random other romdm and
fauring thelr actual earninga an their
common stock for the three vears,
1817 earnings being estimated In cawes
where the fiscal yeur had heen chanyed
o end December 31, some of the experts
showed the dividenda now pald and the
ictual amounts earned on the common
Mocks for the three years

.

Stabilizes Values and Credits,
Viewed from this standpoint the cal-
culiation looks like tifis:
P'ot
div'd
rale

=
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sapeake & Uhiio
M & St Paul
Chi & Northwest
el & ldnon
Iwl, L v
it Northern, ..
1 Central

Louin & Naah.
New  laven. ..
Nor & Weatern.
North  Paclfie T
*Kansas (‘ity So..
Lehlgh  Vailer
Reading

*Preferrsd,

But the maln Insptratton of the mar-
ket waa the assurance from Washington
tiat the intefests of 1ne sharchclders
would be safeguarded. ani it was the
general view that the arctlon taken
would have the effect of stablilzing the
valuas and the credits of thg roads

One of the chief factérs In the gon-
templation of the case wam the pledge
to keep up the roads, provide new roll-
Ing stock where It In necessary, bulld
whatever new terminals are requlred
and in general provide th- maintanance
account that had been the source of
BOMEe WOTTY.

Tt had been pointed out time and time
again that the roads annually require
enormous sums for betterment and
maintenance, and that these sums had
to come from the financing of the various
propositionn, with The public as the
final provider of the funds. Leading
rallroad men had called attention to
the extrame diMculty that attended the
fotation of new propositions at the time
that the Government waa In the market
for money, and the taking of this load
from managerial shoulders was one of
the most important and far reaching
conslderations of the entire day's specu-
latlou concerning the Government's new
venture and ita ultimate effect

There I« now, sald the Wall Strest
folk, no necessity for the roads to go
Into the market for new funds to mest
the constantly increasing demands for
hettarments, maintenance and increased
cost of operation. This situation, coupled
with the guaranty of interest charges
on what obligations are now outstand-
Ing, was tha underlying reason for the
cheerful tone of the market In making
its practical, trading posl comment upon
the whole matter,

ALLIES SHOOT DOWN
11 GERMAN PLANES
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Air Raid on Italian Front
Comes to Grief.
By the Asseciated Press
ITALIAN  ARMY HEADQUARTERE IN
with an extensive Illast of killed or

NomrHEaN ITaLy, Dec, 27.—One of the
heaviest air ralds the enemy has at-

tempted on this front came to grief yes-
terday when nearly hall of a fleet of
twenty-five alrplanes was destroyed,

I wounded.

The big fleet awept over the camp west
of Treviso ut 8 o'clock yesterday morn-
ing, Aying low and discharging fachine
guns. Conslderable damage was done.
Notwithstanding the surprise; the Italian
and British machines were soon In the
alr and engaged the enemy at close quars
tara, The Aghting wam mosat speciacular,
sight of the enemy cars being brought
down, six of them falling within the
Itallan lines, Tho other machines beat
& hasty retreat,

The ralders, however, returned at 11
o'vloek and three more were disposed
of, two falling In this attack Inaide the
Italian lines. An observer, who has just
returned, says that the scene of the
sonflict in coversd with wreckage of the
enemy alrcraft. .

Ones of the machines brought down
was u dreadnought carrying three per-
sona: the others carried two, All. of
these men were killed, wounded or cap.
tured,

THE SUN, FRIDAY,

DECEMBER 28, 1917,

.

= i e e —n

| Appointed First Lord of British Admiralty|

Photo by Centril News Borvice, N, Y.

SIR ROSSLYN WEMYSS.

Famous naval ex

pert, who succeeds Sir John Jellicoe in important

post, is shown on the deck of his flag ship. The former commander of

the British fleet will retir

KAISER PLANST0
MAKE RUSSIA PAWN,

Continued from Firat f'tr;:e‘.

the time
resolyve

They solemnly declare their
immedintely to sign

anove term= equally just to all bel-
ligerents without exception.
It I8 necesssry, however, to indi-

eate most clearly that the proposals of |
the Russian delegation could be realized
only in case all the Powers participat-
Ing In the war ohligate themmselves |
scrupulousiy to adhere to the terms in !
comm - n with all poeoples,

“The Towers of the quadruple ulllanee
now  negotiatine  with  Jtuesia  cannot,
of course, onesidedly hind themselves to
such terms, not having the gunrantee
that Russia's all'es will raécognize and
carry out these terms horestly without
reservation with regard to the quadruple
alliance, i

e to private life.

terms of | the very next peace
pence which will stop this war on the ' a general peac

alilance ut the samme time give all their |

opponenta i fmmediate peace ground.
They  aflirm that the right of the
stronger, after unprecedented Blondshed
rhall be preserved with al e integrity
within each of the countries with no re-
gird for little and oppressed nutlonall-
tlow,

"The war cannot end withouy the vios

reextablished.  The Russian delegation
Insists that those notionalities must in
treaty estahblishing
o among all nationalities
recelve, on the basis of International
AErecment, guaranters that thelr lawful
rights will be protected. The lapre of
time In no caxe legnliges the violation of
one people by another.”

Rogarding compensatlon for the maln-
tenance of prisoners of war, the Nussian
chalrman =aid It might be construed as
an indemnity.  Tle Insisted that an In-
ternationn] fund be used to pav damages
agnine: privote porsons
Jeetlon o Germuany’s request that her
colonles he eviacuated Ly Entente troops

Russin's delegation, He stated in fin- |

{shing, notwithetanding differences of
opinion, thought that the Gorman dec-

| Inration that Germany has no agEressive

Discasses Mussian Terma,

“Starting upon thess principles, and |
regarding the six clauses proposed by
the Russian delegation as o basls o

negotiations, the following must
wtated :
“Clauee  1—Forcible annaxation of

territories seized during thg war does not |
inter into the intentions of the allied
Powere, About troops now occupying|
Meized territorles it must be stipulated |
In the peace treaty, If there s no agree- |
ment before, regarding the evacuntion |
of theae nlaces.

“Clause’ 2—It |= not the intention of
the allies to deprive the political Inde-
pendence of those nations which lost it
during the war.

| plans

| or not other helligerenty
| the negotiations or how many."

!
“Claure 3—The guesstion of subjection

to that or the other country of those
nationalities wha have pot political 1ne-
depandence cannot, n the opinion of the
Powers of the quadruple allionce, ba
solved iInternationalls, dn this cask it
Wust he salved by oeach Goverpstesnt

together with ite peopléa in a me
establi®hed by the Constitution

e

“Clause 4—Likewise, In agecordatce
with the dellarations of siates of
the quadruple alltance, the protection of
the rights of minorities constitutes an
esxential component part of the ocon-
stitutionnl rights of peoplss 1o peife

determination, The aliled ﬂrl\‘--u:u'.'.:.lln

aleo grant valldity to thie prineiple every-
where, In 20 far as Bt s practically
realizable.

Renmnelation of Indemnltiens,

"Clause —The allled Powers hnve
frequently eomphasized the possibility
that hoth sides might renocunce ot only
Indemnification for war costs but also j)-

demnification for war Jdamu2es In
thesa elrcumetances every  dwlligerent
Power would have only to make Indem-
niflcation for expenditure for its na=
tionals wha have become prisoners of
war, a® well as for damage done In its
own territory by lllegal acts of force
committed against civilian nationais be-
longing to the enemy. The Rusaian
Government’s proposal for the creation
of a special fund for this purpose could
be taken Into conelderation only if the
other belllgerent Powers were to join
In the peace negotiations within a sult-
able period

“"Claure 68-—O0Of the four ollied Powers
Germany alone poascases colonies. On
the part of the German delegation, In
full accord with the Russian proposnls
regarding that, the following Is deglared :

"Tha return of ocolonial territories
forcibly seiged during the war constitutes
an emential part of German demunda,
which Germany cannot renounce under
any circumstances, Likewine, the Rus-
slan demand for immediate evacuation
of territories occupled by an adversary
conforma to German Intentlons, Having
In view the nature of thé colonial terri-
torles of Germany, the realization of the
right of self-determination, beslde the
above outlined considerationn. In the
form proposed by the Russinn delegation
Ia at present practically Iimpoesible.

Calls German Colonlea Loyal.

“The clrcumstance that in the German
colonles the natives, notwithatanding the

* Soldiers'

offered the poseihility of the
immediate heginning of negotlations for
a general peace among all belllgerenta
e proposed a4 ten days vecess untll

f_.!nnunr)- 4, "0 that the peoples whose
be | Governmenta have not vet joined in the
| negotiations for a general

prace may
lhave an opportunity to acquaint them-
eelven with the principles of such n
peace ax now s belng established."

“At the expiration of the Indicated
time,” he declared, “the negotiatione
must be resumed, disregarding whether

The next sesslon of the conference
wan sel for Wednesday.

COSSACKS DI I'IDI‘-.'D.

Rolshevikl 1lope Progress
Wil Strengithen Them.

Peace

Lasmpos, D 7. —The prosress of (e
L} Ot tings 12 ealas'tag] to have
1 large influence on internu] conditions
t Fussin and the fglting in the south,
whiete the position of affairs s stitl ol
Froute Vevording to the best nviilahis
mformation reaching London, the Hols

Tas concontration

AUCViK commisslaners

ninst the soulbi
Tus tisid
M fwo thines to sirongthen el M=
Attion First, the chance of secuting a
reace aeceptable bt the country  ae
whole, which would Indpee nation
to overlook the evident laek of sdminls.
trative ablility shown by the Bolshey |k

il the Gact of the ox(=tence of cone-
solerabie levn. olnsren gnd vleavages
even amang the supporters of the Kol-
vdin movement in the south,

e

Gen, Kaledin Is repoerted recently to
have resigned the leadership of the
Coxsnck  Government, while the Cos-

sncks _shemselver are divided, a largoe
¢ectlon of the moderates being un-
desirous of fighting the Workmen's and
Government so long as the
latter |8 able o preserve order in the

country, The Bolshevikl are sald to
e speculating on  the =till  further
spread of the revolutluonary feellng

| wmong the Cossacks aguinst thelr Ge-

erals and among the
the bourgeoisie,

A general arnly congress Is sittng
at the Holshevik hendguarters (o or-
ganize a central war committes. This

Ukralnians against

congress has confirmed the electlon of |

Envign  krylenko
chief,

Through French eource= {1 s reported
that the Bolshevik adminlstration is
powerless to revictual Petrograd, which
now possesses only the barest reserves
of food, Al rallway communication
with the rich grain provinces in the
Don territory and Ukraine has been cut
or Ia disorganized,

The Central Powers have rejected the
olish clalm to be represented at the
peace conferencex at Hrest-Litovak, but
according to the Frankfurter Xeitung
the delegates al Hrest-Litovek include
representatives of the Ukraine republic,

Roeuter's  Amaterdam correspondent

"R cominander  an

greatest difficulties and the improbabll- | #ays that Count Crernin at Brest-Litovsk,
ity of victory in & struggle against an | in concluding his peace address dealing

adversary many times stronger nnd who
had the advantage of unlimited import
by eea, remained In the gravest circums-
stances faithful to thelr derman friends,
may kerve as proof of thelr attachment
and thelr resolve by all menns to pre-
perve alleglance 1o Oermany, proof
which by ita significance and weaight s
far superior to any expresslon of popular
wiil.

“The principles of economic relations
proposed by the Russian delegation In
connection with the above slx clauses
are approved wholly by the delegations
of the nllled Powers, who always have
denled any economic restrictions and
who sea In the reestahlishment of regu-
lated economic relatlons, which are In
pocord with the Interests of all people
concerned, one of the most Important
conditions for bringing about friendly
relations between the Powers now en-
gaged In war"’

Chalrman Ioffe of the Russian delegn-
tion expressed gratification at the will-
ingnesa of Clermany to conclude peace
on the basim of no annexatlons, no in-

demnitien and the self-definition of peo-.

ples, hut pointed out that the self-definl-
tion of peoplea within the limits granged
by constitutions, as stated by tho Ger«
man reply, was not complete.

Must Consider Little Nations.

“Renouncing the application of the
right of the styonger natlon with regard
to territoriea ocoupled durlng Lthe war'"

he sald, “the Powers of tue quunmh‘

with economic questions, said:

“"Wa are ready to enter into negotin-
tiong with all our enemies, but In order
to avoll unnecessary loss of i the
alliea (Teutonic) are ready to enter Into
the conaideration of those specific points
the examination of which seems In any
cage nocessary for both the INussian
Government and the allles (Teutonle).”

REDMOND THANKS IRISH IN U.8,

Ackmowledges Fund for Use
Agninst Germam Propaganda,

Cuicann, Dec. 21.—T, P. O0'Connor to-
day recelved feom Johu Redmond, leader
of the Irish XNationallst party in the
British Parliament, u cable acknowledg-
ment of $50,000 ment from America as
the first Inmalment of the fund now be-
Ing ralsed in the Unlted Statea to help
the Constitutionul Nationalist party in

Ireland In its wsiruggle egainst pro-
German and extremist propagunda.
In his cablegram r. Redmond ex-

pressed gratitude for this valuable sup-
port from Americh and congratulated

| Mr. O'Connor on thes success of his

misaion.

Mr. O'Connor expects that within the
next few weeks an additional $60,000 or
$70,000 will ba sent to Ireland.

The lead of the Irish Fellowship Club
of Chicaszo In raising funds for the move-
ment, Mr, O'Connor says. has been of
the greatest service to the cause rep-

by Mn, n Ireland,
]

He had no oh- |

have Jolned InI

HUNGER MAY FORCE
GERMAN OFFENSIVE

West Front Most Liable to At-
tack, Says British Mjli-
. tary Expert.

'

'NAVAL ACTION POSSIBLE

American Line Safeguarded
for Present hy Winter
Conditions.

||

By €OL. CHARLER A, REPINGTON,

wSpeainl Ciable DeapateA to Tur St from the
London Times,
Copyripht, 1M7, all vightn reserved

Loxnox,, Dec, 97.—It Is necensary for
us o examine clorely the Goerman noves
ment westward tn make n prellminary
provisionnl investigation of the strategl-
vil Ideas 1o which this movement may
vorrespond. ‘The movement has been in
Progress three raonths, In the course of
whieh tine some twenty-one German (-
vimlons have come west, as well s many
drafte. But as twelve tired German di-
vislons have gone east during the same
period, three German divislons gone to
the Itallan front from France and three
additionnl divisions to Ttaly from the
German eastern front, the net galn of
| German armies In Franve and Helglum
s only six divisionns,

If to these figures we add 100,000
drafts, which will no. more than fll
the gaps caufed by Malmalson nnd
Cambral, we have fulrly described the
character of the movement [Mtherto,
How many more troops can or wiil come
west must depend largely upon the situ-

utlon in Russla, which changea dally.
|

{ An armistice or peace, should either one
| be agroed upon, would bie between the
| Central Powers and the Bolshevik usur-
| pers and certalnly not with Russin, The
| Bolshevik! are in a minority and there i
no Government In Russis  No one ean

| I:ted vighis of those natlonalities being | say when or whether thers will be one.

| The last thing tha German Govern-
| ment denires 8 té allow anarchistie Bol-
| shevik notlons to percolate iInto Ger-
| many, Consequently the long front of
' 1,200 miles must be guarded closely. On
| the ather hand, the risk of an attack
| by the Russinn forces Is amall and a de-
lelsion In the west s urgen: on account
yof the Impending arrival of largn Amer-
| 1wean forces and because Internal condi-
| tlong In Germany continue to grow
! worse,

Man PFonwer Question Involved.

All things eoneldered. we must allow
(thirty to forty more German divisions
or their squivalent in drafts may be des-
tined for the weat or be on thelr way
| thither, Taking the larger figure and al-
tlowing the ageregate strength of 4 Ger-
| man divisfon—which seldom puts more

than 2,000 rifies Id line nowadays—with
perhaps 16,000 of all ranks, we arrive at
the flgure of 40,000 as the probahle
maximum reenforcements  which the
|liem1nns may throw Into the west from
| thelr armles In the east, hut us the Ger-
. man strength in the enst has no! been
pmalntained consistently and not so
| many as forty divisions may be able to
leave, wa can place the probable figure
!af the reenforcements at 500,000 or
| thereahouts.
| It Is not yet certaln that this state-
ment exhausts the poasibility of German
| reenforcement. There {» n clear hint
!that 200,000 Italians recently ecaptured
| are to be set to work in German mines,
while the queation of the disposal of
Russian prisoners In Germany "HM”"‘

tapen until  the terms of penc® are
knoawn,  Germany certainly will nat bhe
worse and may be much better off. We
can  s=ay  definitely tha' German man

power, that had neared the erittcal siage,
has reached o solution for the present

Itnlian Line Shortencd.

With the ald of [ts 1017 anl 1820
rlasses  the malntenance of German
strength in 19018 is reamonahly assurd,
asshiming eperations of the samie general
character as those of thie past tho sears
The Austra-Hunearlan army alse may
b able ta pronlde troops for the French
front, The Austrian front nmainst Italy
ins been shortenosd by 100 miles by rea-
recent anccesses.  Thim curs both

Farty-four divisions on the

#an of
| Wars

Austrian-Ttulian front are ample for de- |

fenzlve purposes, but no! many can be
drawn from the Russian front, sinee
south and pouthwest Russia In a box of
L EUrprises,

. All the same we must adm!t that ten
Austrian divislons may comae to France,
and Alsace would be thelir natyral des-
tination owing to the character of rafl-
road eonnections provided, (f Switzser-
[ land remains outside the wifr aperntions
An Austrian army of 200,000 or 250,000
in Alsace in the spring is no! an un-
attainable fdeal. We certainly must
ealculate upon the possibllity of Ger-
' man reenforcement In France to the
i number of 750,000 men With this
newly acquired remerve Flold Marshal
l\'on Hindenburg will be able to survey
the fleld afresh.

| Hindepnburg's alternatives are an over-
| sea attack upon Fngland, the renewal

attack upon the British front in France,
i an attack upon the French or Helgiana
(or Americans when they coma Into the
‘lina of operations, a drive through
Switzerland, & decisive blow In Italy, a

thrust at Salonlca or finally the recovary |

| of Turkish loases in the Bast, There in
ia wide cholea, and am the lroops are
| avallablae It ls possible more than one
| of the operations may he undertaken at
i the same time, provided the Germans

are not forestalled In the atiack by the
| Allien,

Allien Sti1l Smperlor,

It mlzo must be sald that although the
r Austro<German reenforcementsa named
'at lenst may equalize the Aghting
| strength In #rance they do not provide
superiority nesded Tor a decisive stroke
if the Anglo-French defences are not
| neglected, The result of the Aghting of
1816 and 1917 has bheen to give the
Allles the beat ground for defensive
. purpcses in the most Important sectora,
while the strength of the nllled aerial
| forces and the great weight of the allied
 artillery and machine guna has rendered
| the German attacks more costly than
ever, .

We do not know whether such great
"attacks are contemplated. Germany
| cannot afford to lose half a million men
lon an uncertaln grin. The theary has
.bun that the submarine would bring
nbout our downfall and that a great
German attack was needless, Much de-
pends upon whether this opinion still is
entertalned. There alno s a body of
German opinion that sugwests o general
| atiack everywhere in the west to (n-
cline ums to peace. Yet another body of
opinion, governad by jealousy and the
pride of an attack upon England, favors
an invasion above all else

The seasons and the ground will in-
fluence the decislon. There im not much
prospect of success for an offensive In
Flandern ‘before March or April, The
Voagea Lheatre In not attractive in win-
ter, although the Alpinl debouched In
the Trentino In January,

Present day armies are so large and
they require a0 much room they would
not willingly choose the Tyrol as a
jumping off place before May, By April
Palestine and Mesopotamis, the Jatter

of the German Flanders offensive, an |

(Germa

lian City Is Foiled

Brazi
BUENOS AYRES, Dee. 27—

Despatches received here from
Florianopolis, Brazil, say that a
large number of German con-
spirators have been arrested, fol-
lowing the discovery of a plot to
overthrow the local authorities,
All the Germans were armed.
They had been meeting at various
times under the pretext that they
\\ien members of a German so-
ciety.

Florianopolis is on the coast of
southern Brazil, in _the State of
Santa Catharina, The townghas
& population of 20,000.

espacially, will be less atiractive the-
atres for the enemy,

It may be sald genernlly that al-
though the new means &t the dlaposal
of the enemy on thie western fronl may
Shear awny our slwn)s 100 nArrow mar-

!
|
|

Ein of numerical superiority and con-
sequently moy throw us temporarily,
| angd In certnln sectors, upon the de-

fengive they will not offer to the ensmy
lln the aggregate thut crushing superior-
ity of men and guna that this war
| shows In necessary against troops In-
| trenched and confident [n spirit. There-
fore we Jisten with equanimity to the
Kalsor's bonst of malled fiste and shin=-
ling swords and ask nothing better than
| that he try to make them good. Bruised
| knuckles and blunted edges are all Ger-
man fisty and swords have won in the
wert hitherto

In spite of many changes In tactleal
methids the (dermans have remained
faithful to their ald dislike for a parallel
order of battle, On every suitahls oce
casinn they have sought to apply thele
favorable’ enveloping movements, Thers
are not many placea on ths western
front where such tucties now can be
used, but there ars some. ‘Tha Itallan
theatre I8 a notable instance, but
whather the Austrians are capable of

utllizing the advantage elther now or
in May !s one of the secrets of the
future. 1t s comfarting to western

Venetin that the four great towns it
contalna shouid have been saved from
invasion Ly the renowned valor of the
Ttallan urme, but from a purely military
viewpoint the line of the Adige is far
from Italy's simnktI:.

Importance of Switserland,

Tha present dispositions nr.thn Alllen
In Italy are not advantageous for either
attack or defence, Lut they are not
periously disadvantageous,

Wa all have avoided refcrence to
Switzerland during the war as well as
we could, but at the present stage
the development of the enemy’'s sirategy
Switzeriand hecomes of first rate Im-
portance, We have only to imagine the
Germans In posaesplon ta percelve the
posslhle consequences, not only on the
Jura, front teward which run four rali-
ronim wnd twelve gosd roads throush
the Swis=s plaine but alse the Pisdmont
and aliled armies on the Pinve.

®©ur kiowledge of Germany teaches
that her actions are governed solely hy
military considerntions.  8he may hold
that as she ls outenst among clvilized
nations ghe may as well hang the Swisa
sheep nx the Belglan lamb. The lkeli-
hood of SBwitgeriund retaining her inde-
pendence after the
upon the vigor with which she resists
a violatlon of her neutrality now,

We must admit, awing to the grave
political and milltary misfortunes dur-
Ing the last year. that we shall be llahla
to be beset hard In the west, all the
harder if German headquarters has dls-
cqvered that hunger will ruin Germany
before th¥ sulimarine can decisively in-

Jure us. In this case ohviously a Ger-
man miTliare victory must be sought,
however rortly and hawever difficult to
ohtaln, on prineinie thut nething
hetter can be Jdone a0 It s almost
eortain 1 case of o desperate declaion
that the Mermibn naval o arm will nm
remaln unusedl,

Alllen Mope Strougly Unifed.

Th offset Germian concentration and
Germin bonsts we have the cordial
union with onr allies, whn have proved
their valor and tenacity, Thelt armies
nnd the great Amerlean reserye are In
{the main theatre. Three great leaders,
.‘.I'T.'rq. Potain and Pershing, command
| them, _They are backed hy a general
{

Man Offercd BO500 Royalties am
Devive Invented in Cell,
Special Despatel to Tam Scx

LEAVESWORTIE, Ran., Doe, 27 —FEdwin

. Mendendorp was released from the

Federal penitentiary yesterday afternoon

on the enmpletion of a term of one year

on a charge of robhing the mails and
left for New York city to complete the
sale of a patent perfected by him while
in prison.

Mendendorp has worked out n device

1o he used an an accessory in feeding

movine soleture machines whereby the

feeding can bhe done automatically, A
New York tirm hes offered him §6,.500
| anel royalties for the patent. lle was

hrovght here from Urand Raplds, Mich,

“Byjiminy! Makes me
\feel as though I'd suddenly
been melted and poured in
whole.”

Pretty nice compliment
to our tailoring.
Dress suits,

wear to-night,

Price abaut half a good tallor's,

Dress overcoats, silk
mufflers, silk hats, silk
waistcoats, patent leathers,

Canes Jurt now ot roduced prices,

Army officers’ uniforms.

Ready-to-

RoceErs PEET CoOMPANY

war rests entirelyd

R

‘8

~Pior o seme_]| TFUTONS IGNORE

OUR BASIC DEMANDS

————
Continued from Firat Page,

The German object primarily Ia Lo keep
up the illusion at home that the war ls
belng waged for defence against ag-
gression and to provide amsistance’for
,'eterrm:la in enemy countries which can
be relled upon to stir up pacifist sentl-
ment against Governments directing Lhe
prosecution of the war,

Count Csernin's terms are regarded

by ofMciala here as having been outlined
with studied cunning for the purposs of
t thening home opinions in support

f th
Curpo! of appealing to pacifista and
Boclallfta In enemy territory.

A casual reading of the terins gives
the impression, It |8 admitted, that Ger-

offer, which at least rhows a spirit of
promising conciliation. But close scru-
tiny of the terms In the light of infor-
mation at this Government's disposal
places them In another light, accordigg
to Government officials.

Ne Reparation for Helgium.

In the fAirst place It |a declared that
the famillar Cerman vagueness (A every-
whera svident and that it Ia Impoasible
to umeertaln definitely just what the
terma mean or how they would be made
effective. The catch word “without
forcible annexations and Indemnitiea”
has been urred now by the Berlin Forelgn
OMee for months,

HSome of the neutral diplomats In
Europe hiave sought to find out If pos-
sible how thisswould apply to Belglum,
for example. It developed that all man-
ner of stipulations and German made
provisions would be incorporated in any
plan to return Belgium,

Incidentally thera la nothing In Count

zernin’a  terms  which provide for

parajlon for wrong done to Bslglum.
Apparfntly this Is now such a dellcate
subject In German political clpeles that
the Central Powers have purposely kept
aloof from jt.

Count Cxernin's statement that Ger-
many and her allles condemned the
“continuation of war for conquest” |a
an ohvious repetition, it is explained, of
the German chagrge that her enemles
werse the aggressors and were waging
4 war of conqueat

Belgium I8 again indirectly referred to
by Count Ceernin when he saym that it
Is not the intentlon of the Central Pow-
ers to “deprive tha politieal Independence
of those nations which lost it during the
war,"

Nothing New in Propeaals,

But this idea has been mtated and re-
atated In Germany, and containa nothing
whatever new gt ts explained, upon which
Lo bause an assurgption that the Central
Powoers were v Ing toward the peuos
goul which the Entente and the United
Statea have gstablished as the only end
for the confilet

No  provision {is made in Count
of Alsace-lLarralne, which I8 regarded
here na a condition that must be met aw
A preliminary to any pence agreement,
wn understanding declared by President
Wilson in his mersage to Congress, In
the light of the extraondinary efforts
termany has heen making (o rid those
provinces of French jahabitants, it i be-
ltevable here tML (ermany Ay propose
a plebiscite of inhabitants, relying upon
the vole of Germmn soldiers and the im-
ported German population, but such
proposal probably would be rejected by
the United Stetea and her cobelllgerents.

WON'T YIELD.

BULGARIA }

King Ferdinand Oppoted to Crer-
nin Peace Ideas,

Amsrennay, Dee, 27,—The ldean of
King Ferdinand of Bulgarin nabout an-
nexatlons are very different from those
expounded by Count Czernin, the Aus-

tro-Hungirini orelgn Minlater, at Prest-
Litov=k.

The XNrue Freie Prease (Vienna)
quotes him as  saying that Bulgaria

wolld hold whit she had won,

PLANT IS CONDEMNED.

sald to Mave Charged 24 Timen
the Coat of Work,
The Base Sorting Flant, named by

Quuartermaster-eneral Sharpe an one
of the Mrms with which the Government
had cancelled n contract for sorting
woonllen seraps, has been condemned, It
was sald last night, by members of the
American Assncintion of Woollen
Worsted Manufncturers,

The associntion asserta that the Bass
Mant could have done the work for a
quarter of a cent & pound, wherean the
price chinrged to the Government was 6
cents a pound,

The Yompany wag formed, according
to mwreantile agency reports, for the
purpnse of collecting and shipping rags
and waol stock to be converted Into cloth
for use In the army,

Central Powera and for the added '

Czernin's terma for the return to Francey

VIOLENT THRUST
AT YERDUN FAILS

German Shock Battalions In
Caurleres Wood Suffer
Heavy Losses.

STRUGGLE IS NOT ENDED

French Trench Taken at One
Point but Enemy Fails to
Retain Gain.

loxpox, Dee, 27.—An attack In un=
usurl force was delivered yesterday by

many and her allles are muking a libera) ! the Germans north of Caurleres wood,

In the Verdun sector about two miles
north of ¥ort Dousumont, where the
Qercest fighting for Verdun took place
in 1918,

AMer a very violent bombardment two
shock baitallons of (Germans were Sent
forward but were dlspersed. They re-
turned to the attack, however, and Auce
ceeded in reaching the French lines but
were ejecied after losing heavily, Boere
lin says rezarding this fgnting:

Northwest of Hezonvaux (Verdun
sector), after strong artillery and
mine firing preparation, regiments of

tha Guarde Division carried out & suc-
cessful operation. In the moming

reconnoitring detachments penstrated
the Frepch line. 1In the afiernoon

+ gpeveral companies, supporied by flame

throwers and part of a storming bat-
talion, accompanied by infantry and
battle planes, stormed two enemy fArst
trenches on a width of 900 meters. A
French counter attack broke down
with heavy losses. 7
After blowing up numerous helters
the storming troops returned, accord-
ing to order, to their former positions
with 100 prisoners and some machine
ns,
“A French detachment which reached
our front trenches to the north of Ober
Burnhaupt was driven back In o hand
to hand encounter,

Battle Continues.

The French report reads:

On the right bank of the Meuse
(Verdun front) the artillery battie
continues on the front norlh of Cau-
rieren wood,

Information now at hand showa that
the attack carried out yesterday by
the Germans in this reglon was very
violent, After strong artillery prepara=-
tion the enemy sent forward twe
shock battalions,  They wern din-
persed by the French fire. 1In the
gscond attempt parts of tha enemy
troops succesded in approaching our
poattions, but immediately were ejected
“In & apirited engagement.

The enemy doad remuining on the
ground between the llnes and in the
wire entanglements demonstrated the
importance of the lonses suffered by
the Germans, who left prisoners in our
hands,

Guns Lively on British Front.

The Britiah ofMcial communication iss
sued this evening mays:

With the exception of artillery ac-
tivity north of 8t. Quentin, in the
neighborhood of Arras and Messines,
and enst of Ypres, there is nothing
of interest to report.

The German statement to-night on the
British front follows:

Wesatern Theatre, Front of Crown
Prince Rupprechit—Omn  the Tiritish
front fighting activity was lively at
times wt Houtholst Woorl, on the north
bask of the Las and near Moruvres
atd Marcoing.

REW YORK AIR CADET KILLED,

Alden Davison Falls on First Ate
tempt to Spiral Dowan.

Tex., Deo. 27 —<Cadet
ati American  aviator,
Davison of 855 Par's

Fornt Wontir,
Alden Davison

eon of 1enry |

avénue, New York oity, was Kkillad at
Hicke Fleld lhere  sesterday.  When
making his A3t attempt at o spiral
discent Davison  fell several hundred

feol. aftor losing control of his machiny
Alden Diuvison was one of the first

and | three Amerloans to recelve the Crolx de

Guerre for gallantey under fire while
ecrving with the American Ambulancs
Corps in France, He saw much of the
fAghting at Verdun and other hotly onn-
testoul =ectors  of the western froni.
After completing his eervice in Francse
Davison returned home and enlisted in
the Avintion Corpa of the United States
Army and was sent (o the Fort Worth

fiving achool for instruction after cor-

' pleting the ground school work.

——

| Smart
Suits

and

Overcoats

| at $23

Broadway . Broadway ||
at 13th 8t. “The at 34th 8t |}
Four ;
Broadway Corners”  Fifth Ave, || =
at Warren at 4t 8t |
l |
) A

€ ALl no previous time has the
logic of buying direct from the
producer been so evident in the
selection of a suit or overcoat.

¢ Middlemen'’s profits take all
the character out of most mod-
, erate-priced clothes.

, it is the elimination
middleman that enables us to
put more genyine value into
our popular-priced assortments
than is possible in clothing that
does not come to you direct
from the producer,

¢ Saks suits and overcoats at
$23 are made fo sell at this
particular figure, but are also
designed to uphold the reputa-
tion of this House for produc-
ing clothes at
| superior in every detail to those
offered elsewhere,

Saks &Campany

Broadway at Thirty-fourth Street

T ——

At Saks
of the

every price
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